***Background.*** Hepatitis A virus infection is a mild disease in children, but illness severity increases with age, particularly in persons with chronic liver disease. An effective vaccine is available, and vaccination of all children aged 12--23 months and of adults with chronic liver disease is recommended. The purpose of this study is to assess changes in hospitalization rates in the last decade and describe characteristics of persons hospitalized for hepatitis A.

***Methods.*** We used data from the National Inpatient Survey (NIS), the largest population-based hospital inpatient care database available in the United States. Hospitalizations with hepatitis A as the primary diagnosis were identified by the ICD-9 code 070. To develop national estimates we used discharge weights provided by NIS, to extrapolate the NIS sample to the total hospitalizations nationwide. The study period was divided into time intervals: 2002-2003, 2004--2005, 2006--2007, 2008-2009 and 2010-2011.

***Results.*** Rates of hospitalization for hepatitis A as the primary diagnosis decreased proportionally across all regions from 0.72/100,000 to 0.29/100,000 (p \<0.0001) during 2002--2011. Mean age increased from 37.6 years to 45.5 years (p \<0.0001) during the same time period. Percentages of hospitalizations for hepatitis A that were covered by Medicare increased from 12.4% to 22.7% (p \<0.0001). The percentage of comorbid medical conditions also increased from 2002-2003 to 2010-2011; specifically, non-alcohol related liver diseases (from 5 to 13%), alcohol-related liver disease (from 2 to 5%), other liver disease (from 6 to 18%), ischemic heart disease (from 5 to 9%), and hypertension (from 17 to 27%). There was no significant change in length of stay or in-hospital deaths.

***Conclusion.*** Hospitalization rates for hepatitis A illness declined from 2002--2011, and the characteristics of persons hospitalized for hepatitis A disease have shifted to those who are older and more likely to have comorbid medical conditions. Although there are fewer hospitalizations, persons who are hospitalized were sicker in 2011 compared to 2002. Hepatitis A vaccination of persons with liver disease or cardiovascular diseases should be prioritized to prevent poor outcomes from hepatitis A disease.
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